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Walldogs Moving Ahead After Fire

(Minneapolis, MN) The Walldogs on Nicollet project is committed to moving forward in the face of the tragic fires at
3345 and 3341 Nicollet Avenue on February 20th that completely destroyed the Fischer Grocery Building and
Mural.

“We're very saddened by the loss of the building and our hearts go out to the residents, business owners, and
property owners who lost so much in the fires,” said LNA President Holly Reckel. “As a neighborhood we are
committed to working with everyone to help them get back on their feet.”

On Wednesday, February 20" three different fires broke out on the corner of 34™ and Nicollet in the Lyndale
Neighborhood. The second fire of the day destroyed the Fischer Grocery building (3345 Nicollet) and with it the
Fischer Grocery Mural.

“The Fischer Grocery Mural represented what was best about South Minneapolis. Hundreds of community
members coming together to make their neighborhood a better place to live,” said Mark Hinds, the Executive
Director of the Lyndale Neighborhood Association (LNA). “Last fall we had hundreds of community members turn
out to help paint the mural and get the Walldogs on Nicollet project off to a great start.”

“This tragedy highlights the importance of having strong neighborhood organizations working in partnership to
revitalize Nicollet Avenue. Losing the Fischer Grocery mural has only deepened our resolve to making this
summer’s Walldog Meet a watershed event in South Minneapolis’ history,” said Hinds. “We will move on from this
loss, bring the community together, and focus on bringing Nicollet to life this July when we paint the full set of
murals.”

The Fischer Grocery Mural was deS|gned by IocaI artist Carole Bersin and was painted during the Walldogs on
Nicollet Kick-Off Weekend, September 14™ - 16", 2007. As a part of the Walldogs on Nicollet Project the Lyndale
and Kingfield Neighborhoods invested hundreds of hours of volunteer time and thousands of dollars into the design
and painting of the mural. A short two-minute video of the mural's creation can be seen at
www.walldogs.lyndale.org.

The Walldogs on Nicollet is a joint-project of the Lyndale (LNA) and Kingfield Neighborhood Associations (KFNA)
Neighborhood Associations. The project will |nvoIve local and nat|onal artlsts coming together to paint 6-10 murals
along Nicollet Avenue from Lake Street to 46" Street from July 24" to 27" 2008.

The project’s purpose is to use the creation of public art to build community, capture/preserve/initiate neighborhood
history, spur economic development and create a safer environment along the Nicollet Avenue Corridor from Lake
Street to 46" Street in South Minneapolis. The Walldogs on Nicollet Meet will be the first urban Walldogs Meet and
one of the largest creations of public art in Minneapolis’ history.



Fischer Grocery Mural in Pictures

Fischer Grocery Building January 2007 during this time the wall was one of the most tagged pieces of property
along South Nicollet Avenue. It would regularly be tagged two to three times a week.

Fischer Grocery Mural in Late September 2007 after the mural had been completed. During the intervening six
months the mural was not tagged once.

Fischer Grocery Mural on February 21, 2008
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